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"I Gentlemen at : Bath: 
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CONTAINING Ae. 
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ö An Aeon of the PrRocttDiINGs of 0 


The Governoꝛ and Company of the Mine⸗Adpen⸗ 
+ turers of England, at their two laſt General Courts, 
| held at Srationers-Hall, the t6th and 2 34 Days of "oe 


1 


Together with 


Some Account of the PROCEREDINdS of 
the Committee then appointed to examine, hear, and deter- 
mine ſeveral Matters to them referr'd ; and to continue a 
ſtanding Committee of the {aid Genera! Court, with proper 
Powers and Limitations; until the next Election of — 
— ok and Directors. | 


Giving Alſo 


A ** viEwof the natural Conſequences of hoſe PRO. 
8 E EDIN OS; with fome uſeful] n thereupon. ; 


.  - A .. 


* py . 
N . +. * ww o \ = o 
” # © ©» . - . * . ** 92 : = % — * * * * 1 * o » 
&. 1 — 2 r * ds — 2 - Wie: —_— tt. i , WO? ee * 22 # — _... : 4 
— S* 1 * 
= SE - *. — 
90 


r "KK. 


By R. M. 2 Member of che faid Coxatr: 
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Nani ita 1 herie fubdutte : ratione T4 vitam lit, quin Res, or 
Atas, Uſus ſemper aliquid adportet novi, aliquid moneat, ut illa s que 1 


Vir credas, neſtias ; & que tibi piltaris * in experiundo Ter . 
3 Vite concordes, G _ di *. => Clay . | 
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 expeFed Events, from time to time; yet ſuch is the ungovernable V. anity 


ing that innocent 


made me the more readily comply with the Defite of” 


rely than 
ſome few Alterations, (as #0 thoſe Liberties I Mipht ihnotentl tale, in 


ni the MEAD: 
6 9 HO! there ran be nothing more certain, in this Worth, than 


that the Omnipotent Author and Diſpoſer of all Things bat, 
| in bis all-wiſe Providence, thought 7x upon inhumerable 
Occaſiont, for the farther Manife}tation bf the infinite 
2 ' Greatneſs of bit Wiſdom, Power, and Glory, to mate U 

of” very weak, mean, and (in other Reſpeckt) moſt inconfiderable Inſtru- 


ments, in bis bringing to paſs many extraordinary, furprizing, and un- 


4 . 


Th 


and Se copies of the Generality f Mankind, that whenever toe bap- 
pen to be any Way (how accidentally or indireQly ſoever) concern'd in 
any of thoſe Events, or indeed in any other Af air whatſoever, that 
comes to be attended with Succeſs, in our Time; all and every ont of us, 
who happen to have thus the leaſt Hand therein, are commonly ſo 7 
as to aſcribe the whole Merit and Succeſs thereof to the Male art that 
each of us ated reſpeFively therein : So that in thus arrogating to 
ourſelves more than juſtly falls to our Share of the Merit of any Per- 
rmance whatever, we not only provoke the Reſentment of our Fellow-- 
Labourers, by endeavouring to deprive them of their juſt Proportions 
of the Honour due to any ſuch ſuppos'd Merit, but likewiſe (as 
much as in us lies) rob even the Almighty of bis Glory, tho“ he employ'd 
us, merely as ſo many Inſtruments to bring about his own pre-determin'd 
and all-wiſe Purpoſes : And "tis often back, that, on ſuch Occaſions, 
the moſt Deſerving are commonly the moſt backward, in magnifying their 
own Merit. Et è contra. | 
However, as the Thoughts I entertain of that generous and kind 
Reception which my Flow Epiſtolar Eſſay; touching the then State 
and Management of the Affairs of The Mine-Abventure Company 
has generally met with, and the good Succeſs it has had, in being the 
introductory Means of undeceiving an indefinite Number of worthy, ho- 
neſt, and well-meaning Perſons, of all Ranks and Conditions, who bad 
too implicitely receiv' and as inconſiderately retain'd, moſt tgroundleſ 
Prejudices, for the Space of ten Tears together, againſt a worthy Gentle- 


man, thoſe Intereſt as well as Reputation was extremely injur'd there + 


by, could not but be very agreeable even to a much more ſtifedeny d 
Author, than I pretend to he; ſo I muſt acknowledee, it is no ſmall Sa- 
tisfaGion to me, to find now, that (as my Intention was traly juſt) the 
Almighty Hand of Providence has poince me out, to be one of thoſe mean 
and unexpeFed Dot e made Uſe of, Þ the Divine Power, for reſtu- 
| g ng Reputation, from the farther 


t Gentleman's much injur 

Influences of all thoſe Reproaches tad Calummnies which the utmoſt Malice 

and Envy had invented againſt him. N bye 
And I muſt own farther that, as the Satisfa&ion TI bad therein 

| | | my other worthy 

* (who it nom, for bis Health, at Bath) in baving written ib 
im a full Account of the late 4 ah the Mirte-Adventute 


Company; Jo 1 likewiſe. gave my Aſſent, the more fianthly, that it 


ſoould be printed, when two or three Gentlemen, to dh. I bapped'd 
ro the Copy theregf (and on thoſe ꝓudgments I could niucb fboner 
own) ſaid, They were of Opinion, rhe publiſhing it, with 


a fot or private Letter tu 4 Friend) might not only be of Uſe to 
all who are, any Way, concern'd with the ſaid Company, but be alſo 4 

Preſervative again Habe Infe&ion of 4 late inuidious, the trifling, Libel 
which (1 am inform'd) is privately handed about, by ſbme who have 


neither the Courage openly to on it, nor the Humanity or goed Nature 
to retral either it, or their former Errors; but (like a 2 

work ſtill in the Dark. , eee A , 
Nay, after all, as this may poſſibly be the laſt Time that ſo tempt- 
ing an Opportunity may offer, or my appearing in Print, on this Sul jet, 
I muſt take the Liberty to make the following. Declaration, as if I were 
upon Oath, viz. That if, upon the ſtricteſt Enquiry and Examina- 
tion I was able to make, I had not, to my full Conviction, found 
Sir Humphrey Mackworth as truly innocent of the wicked Charge 
exhibited againſt him, as was. morally poſſible for him to be, in 
relation to the Affairs of the Mine-Adventure-Company, I would 
not, for all his preſent and growing Eſtate, have written, and 


much leſs publiſh'd, that printed Letter which I addreſs'd to Sir 


F—C—, Bar. in his Vindication. So that, in Reality, (all Circumſtances 
duely conſider d ) it will manifeſily appear, from the Contents of the former 
nd this following Letter, that Sir Humphrey Mackworth owes his 
being ſo fully and irrefragably clear'd of all the invidious and. falſe 
Allegations againſt him (as he now is) more to the Honeſtly and Integrity 
of his own AGions (which Heaven is always concern'd, ſooner or later, 
to vindicate and ſupport) than to all the weak Efforts that any bumane 
Power, Subtilty, or Invention, could ever have made, on his Behalf, 
bad he been truly guilty, Virtus incontaminata refulget honoribus. 
And as the Sun, after an Eclipſe, ſhineth forth (at leaſt in Appea- 
rance) much brighter than before; ſo I hope none will miſtake me for a 
Pretender either to Divination, or to the having any Share of that Fa- 
culty commonly call'd the ſecond Sight, if I fy. K. to 7 from 
my common. Obſervation. on the ordinary Effes of natural Cauſes, that 
Sir Humphrey Mack worth will, in all Probability, be, once more, one b 
the moſt popular, as well as confiderable, Commoners in Great Britain. © 
For, as he was no Way dejeGed, under the heavy Preſſure of bis preat 
and trying Misfortunes 27 o wit, his being depriv'd of his juſt Right, in 


a ſummary Way, Ly 555 pt by. ſome of his former Friends, and load. 


ed with the imbitter'd Calumnies, Reproaches and Slanders of bis. ſpite- 
ful and implacable Enemies) theſe ten Years laſt paſt, but nobly bore 
the ſame, with a Chriſtian Reſignation and Patience, Heroick Fortitude, 
and a generous Contempt of the finFuating and precarious Voice of the 
People; ſi I have Reaſon to believe he will ſtill, with the like Equanimi- 
ty, govern himſelf, ſo as not to be too much elat?d, with the returning 
gui of his now flattering Fortune, and the promiſing Proſpe# be has 


of | having 74 La nat only many more Friends, but likewiſe a much 
Fortune than ever; and that too, not as the mere Gift of 


more plentifut 
blind Chance, but as both the Effe& and juſt Reward of his own Virtue 
and Indufiry. thoſe. vaſt and almoſt incredible Tmprovements he has 
made, on his 15 


in all Reſpes, be well equall'd, in any Part of Great Britain; eſpecially 
when FL e A Klon, thereto ſhall be compleated-: 'By Means 


whereof, and ſome other Matters now under Conſideration,” I am confi- 


dent he bas, or at leaſt will ſoon have it in bis Power, with the Concurrence 


of bis old an new Friends, F ſome mad People be not ftillw anti 5 to them- 


ſelves) to make the Mine- Adventure Company one of the moſt national 


and truly beneficial trading Companies"in bis Majeſty's Dominion. 
SGfhperxat infeſtis, metuit ſecundis, e PR 
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ole under Ground) 


Eſtate at Neath ; where ſush Variety of excellent and moſt 
profitable Works are now to be ſeen, . as (I am perſwaded) cannot, 
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A familiar LETTER from a Member 
of The Company of the Mine-Adventurers of 


ENGLAND, to His Friend at Bath: touch- 
mg the late Proceedings of the ſaid Com- 
pany, &C. 1 


ging Letter 


Gramman 
al of 


which appear d in all the Proceedings of the laſt General Court of the ſaid 


Company, I do not think it neceſſary, nor indeed proper, at this Time, to trouble 


At a General Court of the ſaid Company, held at Stationers-Hall in London, 
the 16th Day of Auguſt laſt, ſeveral Propoſals made to the Company, for rai- 
ſing a Srocx to anſwer their preſent Occaſions, and which had been previouſly 
laid before the Directors, were read; whereupon, after ſome Motions made in 
Favour of that Propoſal which was given in by Fobn Ward, Eſq; Sir Humphrey 
Mackwoth' declard his Opinion, to this Effect, That he thought the Company 
were oblig d to all and every one of the Gentlemen who had made any Propo- 
Fol for their Advantage; But that the making choice of that which would 
be moſt. beneficial to the Company, was a Matter which requird great Conſi- 

8 3 1 deration; 
'* ATrattof Hils in 3 of Scotland, ſome Parts whereof are now cover d with Herds of Deer, 
and Flocks of Sheep, Goats, &. inflead of thoſe once famous Ca edon iaa Woods, which then grew thereon, 
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deration ; and thereſore he hop the General Court would unanimouſly agree 
to choole a large Committee of the moſt conſiderable Partners, to determine 
the ſame ; and alſo mov'd, that they ſhould proceed to chooſe ſuch a Committee, 
by Way of Ballot; which was approv'd, by ſeveral other Members of the 
Company. | | | : | 
| And, after ſome warm Debates and Proceedings (which, for the Reaſons 
aloreſaid, 1 omit) the Queſtion for appointing a Committee of ſeventeen Perſons, | 
indifferently chofen, by a free Election, out of the Court of Directors and other 1 
Members then preſent, was (upon a Diviſion) carry'd in the Affirmative, by a ; 
conſiderable Majority; and a Committee being elected accordingly, by Ballot, 
they were authorizd and impower d to treat, agree, and conclude with any 
Perſon or Perſons, for and concerning all ſuch Matters and Things, as they 
ſhould judge to be for the Good and Benefit of the ſaid Company : And then 
the General Court adjourn'd to Tueſday the 23d of the ſaid Month: $24.4 
On which Day, the ſaid Company having met accordingly, at the ſame Place, 
(where there was: a very numerous Appearance) Sir Humphrey Mackworth ac- 
quainted the Company, that he was directed, by the ſaid Committee, to report 
what . Progreſs they had made; in the Matters to them referr'd ; and that 
having perus d ſeveral Propoſals made to the Company, and formerly laid before 
the Court of Directors, for àdvancing a Foint-Stock, to carry on the Undertak- | ' 
ing of the ſaid Company, to the beſt Advantage, the ſaid Committee had proceed- f 1 
ed, oi the Conſiderations following: n 1 
Fnf, They were of Opinion, that, in proceeding on the ſaid Propoſals, they 
ought to have a ſpecial Regard to that which was moſt likely to produce Una- 
niwity and a good Agreement, among the Members of the ſaid Company; and 
he (the faid Sir Humphrey . Mackworth).declar'd that, from the Experience he 
ormer! ag of the 11 es thereof, with reſpect to this Company, in the 


Year 1698, he had great Reaſon to join with the Committee in that Opinion; 
and then related that, when ſeveral Perſons of Quality, and eminent Mer- 
chants of the 5 of London, (who were then concern d in the Company) had 


Manner, an differ'd among themſelves, whereby the Undertaking was, in a 


anner, twn'd by Diſputes and Law Suits, when Sir Humphrey Edwin, then 
ord Wayor of the City of London, Sir, Stephen Evans, Mr. Oldb, Mr. Phips, 
wo other Perſons, (who were, then in the Management) were not only at 
ariance with Fdward Price, Eſq; (the Heir of Sir Carberry Price, deceas'd) but 
were alſo at Law, with one another, That thereupon he (the ſaid Sir Hum- 
phrey Mackwortb) having bought 1700 Shares of that Undertaking, from the { 
fal "Edward Price, together with all the Privileges reſerved to Sir Carberry | 
Price, and his Heirs, (viz.. To be perpetual Chairman, or Governor of the ſaid 
Company, and to have the Nomination of all the Officers) and, having, by: 
the Conſtitution of that Company, then in force, (which gave every Member 
one Vote, for every ten Shares) the Number of 190 Votes, in his own Perſon, 
and being made Umpire of all their Diſputes and Differences, by Writin 
under their reſpective Hands and Seals, he (the ſaid Sir Humphrey Mackworth) 
was ſo ſenſible of the Advantages of Unanimity and Concord, That, in order 
to obtain the ſame, he not only ſpent a great deal of his Time, but likewiſe 
of his Money (to the Amount of feral thouſand Pounds) to pay the ſeveral. 
Ballances of the Accounts between ſuch Parties as would not otherwiſe be re- 
conciled; and that he not only frankly gave up to the Company the reſerved 
Privilege of . naming their Officers, and reducd his own 170: Votes to one 
ſingle Vote only, but added alſo. ſeveral Years to the Term firſt granted to 
the Company, by his Predeceſlor, Sir Carberry. Price; and having, by theſe 
Means and Methads, procurd Unanimity and Concord, the Undertaking was 
then carry'd on, with Succeſs; and the Shares advanced to 30, 40, and even 
to 50 Times the Value and Price they were at, when he (the ſaid Sir Hum- 
phrey Mac k worth) came firſt to be concern d in that Company : And for theſe 
Reaſons, he acquainted the General Court, that tho he himſelf had a Propoſal 
to make. which he thought might, in divers Reſpects, be more advantageous 
to the Company, and to. himſelf in particular, than any of the Propoſals given 
e | Io 


7 * 5 * * 2 
. Fs 0 av bs * — -#. 8 n — 32 * 
_ . ea . l n | D * x p 
F _ o # Sr te 4 2 - « * 0 *. 
— Fn ret "i POSTS, "IF 2 L = TS. F ld wo n — , 
4 n . "—"_ I Deals Zeta Ke Fat 4 2, *, 5 - * oy. , 9. - n n - X 
22 . A pe — * - WT v an 1 1 bt 8 s % F : r 4 2 [4 * +. * 5 
. ͤͤA! :::: ꝛ ùů ⁊·7¾] RE CO r | 
d4 > 2 1 C 2 $4 * * of == 3 ut + "7 ® 
\ N 4 j ö 6 ©, , * 3 _ 7 ry 2 2 
. r 2 N 724 93 A Ae 
= 4 4 2 
a * RS — — — - — — — = a 
1 - . — — — — * —ñ—— — _— 
— — — — - - — 
— — r — * — - - 4 
v * 
: 0 1 
. . 
- 
. n . 
x 
- o 


— OI 


"I. - — * A 
3 8 88 i 8 
— 


Wi OY | 
in to the Director, and tranſmitted to the ſaid Committee; yet, in Regard he 
had ſome Reaſon to doubt, on account of Perſonal Prejudices, whether his 
| Propojal would be attended with that Unanimity and Concord, which was fo 
much to be deſir d, and which would be of ſo great Advantage to the Company, 
he reſolved to wave his Propoſal, and to preter the general Good of the Com- 
- pany, before his own or any private Intereſt whatſoever; and he did not doubt 
- but, after the eſtabliſhing any one 11 ge upon the Foot of Unanimity and 
Concord, ſeveral other Things might be offer d, and approvd with the like 
Unanimity; which would be ſtill adding more and more, every Year, to the 
Credit and Intereſt of the Company. . 1 
He alſo took Occaſion to put the General Court in mind of the Nature and 
Excellency of their CHARTER and ConsTITUTION, whereby they had Power 
to raiſe a Stock of any Value whatſoever, and (as Occaſion offer d) to augment and 
increaſe, or reduce and diminiſh the ſame, from Time to Time; and that their 
 ConsT1TUT1O0N was not only eftabliſh'd by a CHarTER, but alſo by an 
AcT or PARLIAMENT; for, that it was, by the Authority of the late 44, 
made for Relief of the (then) Creditors and Proprietors of the ſaid Company, that the 
(Governor and Company met there that Day: That it was, by the Authority 0 
that Act, that the Intereſts of the Company and their Creditors were united an 
made one; and that the ſame Intereſt, ſo united, was divided into 6612 
equal Parts, or Shares; and that every Proprietor of one of thoſe Shares, 144 
a Vote in that General Comt; That it was, by the Authority of, and Methoc 
directed by that AQ, that the preſent Governor was elected; and that every 
Proprietor of ten Shares had Power to give his Vote, by Proxy, for ſuch 
Election, and that any Shares were or could be forfeited, for Nonpay ment of 
the Call therein mention d, and that the Company had ſtill Power to remit 
thoſe Forſeitures, for the Sake of Unanimity; and therefore, that it would 
be = if ſuch a noble CnAx TER and CoxsTrruriox ſhould be defeated; or 


of no Uſe, or Advantage, to the Cotngany, by any unhappy Ani- 


moſities and Diviſions amongſt the Members thereo n 
Sir Hampbrty Mackworth farther reported to the General Court, That the 
ſaid Committee had alſo conſider d it was a Matter of great Conſequence, to 
know into whoſe Hands they were to commit their CRARKTER, their STock, 
and the Care and Management of their Mines and Minetrat-Manuractures, 
and had therefore deſit d to be inform'd, What Perſons were concern'd in the 
 _ carrying into Execution the ſeveral Propoſals laid before them? And whether 

} they were Men qualified for ſuch an Undertaking, in reſpect of Knowledge 
and Skill in ſuch Matters, or in reſpe& of Reputation and Credit in the 
City of London ? That the Committee were of Opinion, Money alone could 

not anſwer the End propos d, without good Management; and that cauld 


not well be expected, without Men of Conduct and Skill at the Head of the 


any; and that, as the Company could not be ſzfe, in truſting ſo conſide- 
rable a STocx into the Hands of Perſons of fmall Fortunes, Reputation, or 
Credit, they therefore thought it proper to receive all the Satisfaction they 
could, in thoſe Particulars. en i | Hd 
Sir Hampbrey Mac kworth reported likewiſe, That the Third Point the ſaid 
Committee had under Confideration, was to be rightly inform'd what was 
the Scheme propos d, for laying out this new STocx, to the beſt Advantage? 
For, if a Srock were to be rais d, and placd in the Hands of ſuch Perſons, 
as wanted either Judgment or Integrity, the Company might meet with the 
ſame Fate which they had before, and which brought them to the Condition 
they have been in, theſe ten Years paſt, and upwards : But if the Scheme 
propos d, was, to employ their Srock, in working and Manufacturing Mines 
and Minerals, to the heft Advantage, and to carry on the Companys Under- 
taking, by ſach Bargains as would ſecure a certain Profit, and not by Day- 


=P 


1 


Wages, and hazardous Adventures, it was not doubted but this Undertaking ö 


might be put on an honeft, ſure, and ſting Foundation. 


Er Humphrey Mackworth reported likewiſe, That the Fourth and laſt Point 
which fell under the ſaid Committer's Conſideration, was the Neceſſity of 


giving 


| (49 

giving this Affair all the Diſpatch that was poſſible ; which was thought re- 
quiſite, in ſeveral Reſpects; becauſe the Company was then in a Ferment, and 
the Animoſities, , Diviſions, and Differences, between ſeveral of the Parties 
concern d, grew ſtill greater and greater, by ſome warm Expreſſions, and by 
the indiſcreet and provoking Behaviour of ſome particular Perſons at the for- 
mer General Court And as nothing but Confuſion was threaten d to have been 
at their next Meeting, what could be the Iſſue of ſuch Proceedings, but the 


* 


abſolute Ruin ot the Company? Since 0 is more certain, than that a 


Houſe, a Company, or a Kingdom, divided againſt itſe 


can never ſtand's | 
Contoriia Res parua creſcunt, Diſcordia magna dilabuntur. * | 


hat this was therefore one Reaſon for Diſpatch ; but that there were ſeveral 
+ others of no leſs Weight; in Regard the Making and Manufacturing Copper and 
Braſs, was in great Repute, not only by reaſon of the Scarcity and Uſefulneſs 
of thoſe Commodities 1n Great Britain, and the Dominions thereunto belonging, 
but alſo of the conſiderable Gain and Advantage to be made thereby; and 
that theſe Advantages having been lately , demonſtrated, by the Riſe and 
Credit of other STocxs, which wanted ſuch a ſolid and legal Foundation, 
to go upon, as this Company happily enjoys; it would therefore be for the Credit 
and Intereſt of this Company, to come to Buſineſs, as ſoon as may be; and to 


ſupply the Defects of others, for their own, and the common Good of the 


Sir Humphrey Mackworth reported farther, That, Upon theſe previous Rules 
laid down, and, after due Conſideration had of the other Propoſals, which were 
laid before the ſaid Committee, It was unanimouſly reſolv'd to proceed on the Foot 


than 382 in Num excluſive of the Shares ſaid or pretended to be forfeited, 
the higheſt Price propos d, by others, for the ſaid Shares, cou'd not have rais d 
above Igo Pounds, Without the Forfeitures z which (if inſiſted upon) wou d un- 
avoidably have N05 the Company into the utmoſt Confuſion; and moreover, 
even that higheſt Price propoſed to be, Siren. was only by opening publick 
Books of Subſcriptions; which was a Me 
here inſerted) not approv d of, by the Committee: any” | 5 
It was alſo obſervd, that no Perſon whatſoever appear d to, or before the 
Committee, to juſtify or explain any other Propoſal, or to give Security for the 
17 4 thereof, or to ſhew, how they cou d be able to procure Unanimity 
y any one of them, or how they intended to manage the Company's Affairs, 
or to employ the new- propos d STock, to the Advantage of the Company ; ſo 
that theſe other Propoſals ſeem d to the Committee, to have been only calculated, for 
| an Amuſement. | 
But Mr. Ward was pleas 
55 his 
knowing, that ſeveral eminent Merchants, and Citizens of London, and like- 
wiſe Men ſkill'd in Mineral Manufa@ures, were concernd with him, in his Pro- 
poſals z but alſo aſſurd them that he and his Friends would be very ready 
to join in promoting Unanimity and Concord among all concern'd, and 
that the ſaid Underta ing ſhould. be manag d and carry'd on, in ſuch Manner, 
and the new STock ſhould be employ d, in ſuch Undertakings as wou'd not 
only produce a certain Profit, but wou'd, in due Time, enable the Company 
to make Dividends, anſwerable ,to ſeveral Hundred Pounds per Share ; and 
Mr, Ward having fubmitted to ſeveral Alterations and Amendments of his 
Propoſal, and to have three Truſtees appointed for the Company, to take Care of 
the due Execution of his Part thereof; for which he alſo gave Security, by 
executing an Agreement, under his Hand and Seal, on ſtampt Paper; the Com- 
mittee thought fit, on the Company's. Part, to cloſe with him accordingly, by 
delivering to him a Counter - part of the ſaid Agreement, duly. executed under 
the Gp Sell e 


d to attend the Committee, ſeveral Times, and to open 
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of Mr. Ward's Propoſal; For, that the Company's proper Shares being no more 


thod (for Reaſons unnece lary to be 


Scheme at large; and not only gave the Committee the Satisfaction of 


Thee 


1 2 - 22 
a * 7 8 


«© 
* 
— - : 
a, ” 0 A 
” <2) © ws _ \ 23 8188 ; 
a r FRO : 6 * 3 * 
5 E 8 52 * ” Sn — — > IT. 5 A 2 a * 3 5 5 
bh : * - * * = : * * : x 4 0 >, Wy 3 
——_— 3 * ” \ _— a « _ 5 4 
V ww * A 4 —— pr - | 
- = tr, hy Oo RI - he 5 "x n _ = 
* d — — — ov . =p om - 5 — — 
4” 2. * * 1 % ” — 3 — 
. „ . 


2 * 4 m4 . \ Oy « * ly » 32 = - — . 1 * 
—— . . 


ue . FI Te ors 
i Ib beſe being the Reaſons which induc'd the Committee to apptove Mr. Vu 
4 Propolal, Sir Humphrey Mackworth (after having reported the ſame, to the Eject 
aſoreſaid) moved that the Reſolutions and Agreements of the {aid Commutzee 
ſhould be then read : And the ſame being read accordingly, they were unagi- 
mouſly approved, ratity'd, and confirmd, by the General Court, without que 
Megative Veicee. 1 38 129: e Lerbogd 
is And thereupon, a Motion was made, by Mr. Mariot (a Gentleman gt a 
conſiderable Eſtate, and lately a Member of Parliament) that the Thanks of 
the General Court ſhould be given to Sir Humphrey \Mackworth, and the other 
Gentlemen of the Committee, tor their great Zeal and Diſpatch, in promoting 
> the general Good of the Company, and in preterring the ſame, hefore their gn 
or any other private Intereſt whatſoever, and in contributing to procure; a 
perfect Unanimity and Concord, amongſt the Members; or to that Kffect: 
Which 1 being ſeconded, by Mr. ard, the Thanks of, the Generel Goprt 
were, with the like Unammity, as before, given to Sir Humphrey Muc lmortb, 
and the other Gentlemen of the -Committee, accordingly,.fſſ 7 14 1 
Mr. Van was pleasd, on that Occaſion; in a much better Manger 
than I can pretend to ſet forth the ſame, to take Notice, That he had the He- 
nour to ſit in Parliament, when the Affairs of that Company were agitated and 
diſcuſs d there, about Ten Years ago; That, of his own certain Knowledge, as 
to ſome Points, and, as to all others, he was convincd, by a certain — 
he had then in his Hand, on that Subject, That Sir Humphrey Mac kworth was 
entirely innocent of the Charge then exhibited, in his Abſence, againſt him; 
which had likewiſe appear d to him in this, that his Adverſaries (tho gr - 
with a ſutnmary Power) were not able, in Ten Tears time, to prove any gne 
Alegation mention d in the Rxroxxr of the Committee of the then Houſe of Cam- 
mon, 2 him; ot in Words to that Eſſect: And, at the ſame Time, xecom- 
mended to all the Perſons then preſent, (who had not read the ſame before) | 
the ſerious Peruſal of that Treatiſe, as a Means to remov- ail groundleſs Pre- | 
judices whatſoever, in relation to the Premiſſes. r 
Sir Humphrey Mackworth having met with this -Honourable Treatment, from 
the Company, in ſo ſull a General Court, without one Negative Voice, he was 
thereby (and in order to eſtabliſn the Unanimity fo happily begun) induced 
to move, that the Thanks of the General Comt ſhould be alſo given to all the 
Directors, who had, from time to time, carry d on the Affairs of the Compuny, 
and not only preferv'd” their CARTER, by regular Elections, but alſo by 
working and manufacturing their Mines and Metals, to as good Profit, as the 
Smallneſs of their $Tocx wou d probably admit: Which Motion beipg like- 
wiſe ſeconded, the Thanks of the General Court were alſo unanimouſſy given 
to the Directors accordingly. 5 th 


ut By this Proceeding, the Compary will raiſe a very conſiderable Srocx, forcarry- 
ing on their Undertaking, to the beſt Advantage; and by diſpoſing one Moiety of 
| their Snaxks, for the Benefit of the other, they will make theireſerv'd Motety 
"Pot much more valuable, in all Reſpects, than both Moieties were before: And ſince 
15 no Member of the Company is under any real Compulſion, in this Caſe, (what- 
5 ever may be ſuggeſted oy ſome, or apprehended by others, to the contrary ) 
dut may keep all their Shares untransferr'd, if they pleaſe ; They cannot juſtly 
# blame any others, for doing what ang by ith. their oben Shares; 


; | pope W1 | 

bor expect any Part of the Profits ariſing by the Diſpoſal. of other Mens Pro- | 
pPerties; unleſs they think fit to goin and concurr with them therein: Neither 
th can they refuſe to do that Juſtice, as tv pay their Proportion of the Company's 
4 | 


33 Debts, before they transfer away their Shares, otherwiſe. than as the W 
5 have directed, by their Act and Agreement, ratify'd and confirm'd in their laſ 
6181 · A rind auf] 

2 Thus, every Member of the Compam having it in their free Election, ei- 


ther to concur with the Reſolutions of the {aid General Court, qr not; and there 
= nothing ſtrictly requird of them, but to join (as all their Shares are 

qually lyable thereto) in the 9 Debts; 1.48 beper, 
DP 2a that 
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that 
1 no Member of the Company will fo far expoſe his Honeſty or 
9 — as to make the leaſt Complaint againſt 
ceeding, intended for the common Good of the Company, and of every individual 
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(6) 


the Sake of their own Credit and Intereſt, as well as that of the Com- 


this free and voluntary Pro- 


Member thereof; and which (upon the Queſtion put) was carry'd, by ſeveral 
hundred Members preſent, at the laſt General Court, without ts gains 


Vote. | : | 1 i ok "= 

And, as the Proceedings and promiſing Harmony abovemention'd, had their 
firſt Riſe in-the ſaid Committee, and obtain'd the unanimous | 
on of all the Members thereof, within Doors; fo the Committee have ſtill Rea- 
fon to hope they will meet with the like Approbation, every where elſe; 
when the Grounds and Reaſons which induc'd them, in the firſt” Place 
and then the General Court, to act as they did therein, ſhall be equally -well 
known to ſuch other Members of the Company as were then neceſlarily abſent, 
about their own private Occaſions. 14 . | 


the Sincerity and good Intentions of Sir Humphrey Mac kworth, and his Frien 
than that, after they had (even in Oppoſition to Mr. Ward, and all his Friends 
carry d their Committee, by a conſiderable Majority; yet, when they were per- 
ſwaded that it would be moſt for the general Good of the Company, ſo to do, 
came readily into Mr. Vard's Propoſal, with ſome proper Alterations 
Having thus (Sir) endeavour'd to gratify your Curioſity, by givi 


ng you an 


Account of the Meaſures which have been lately taken, for reſtoring and ad- 


vancing the Credit, Reputation, and Intereſt of the ſaid Company, and how far 

Sir Humphrey Muc kworth hath been concern d therein, contributed thereto, and 

had the Approbation and Thanks of the General Court, on that Account, I am 

N you'll be the better pleas d with my Relation of this Proceeding, 
ca 


uſe it is a farther Proof of the Juſtneſs of that Character I formerly gave 


of him: And I really believe, from what has fallen under my own immediate 
Obſervation, that he is a Gentleman who ſtudieth to do all the Good in his 
Power to Mankind, but eſpecially to the ſaid Company, (whoſe Intereſt and 
Welfare he has, to my certain Knowledge, very much at Heart) and even 


to thoſe amongſt them that are his perſonal Enemies, if it be po ible there ſhould 
1 


fill be any ſuch, after ſv many Acts of Kindneſs done by him, as appear re- 
giſter d in the Books of the ſaid Company. e an 
But ĩt is an old Obſervation, That he to whom an Injury is done, may rea- 
dily forgive the ſame; But that he who did the Injury, is ſeldom in ſuch a 
pacifick Diſpoſition ; becauſe he is commonly too apt to meaſure the Temper 
of others, by his own; and is conſcious to himſelf of that implacable Reſent- 
ment which he therefore believes to be in all others; according to that of a 
late celebrated Exgliſʒ Poet : | E 


The Ixjur d ſeldom bold Reſentment long; 
But be who does, can neer forget the Wrong. 


Whatever others may think or do, in, any ſuch Caſe, I am perſwaded my 


very worthy: Friend (Lam proud of the Liberty I take 28 him ſo) Sir 
brey Mac kworth, will always (for, I have often heard him lay, he would) 


think it his greateſt Glory, to do Good for Evil; and be content with the in- 


ward Satisfaction of his own Mind, without any outward Applauſe, on that 
Account. n eee dene . its 


Latius eff quoties magno ſbi confat boneftum;"- Lucan, 


begging Pardon for this Digreſſion, I ſhall only Add, on this Oc-aſior 
on 


That I all our Friends and Country-men, as well as others, concern 


in this Undertaking," may reſt very Secure in the preſent Eſtabliſhment : For, 


Suffrage and Sancti- 


I muſt likewiſe farther obſerve, That nothing can more demonſtrate 


the Company have not oy a Charter with greater Privileges than moſt others 
enjoy, but are alſo eſtabliſtrd with a transferrable Srock, Py an Act of Par- 
1K bb 4 8 ents b 
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Company is vaſtly different from all and eve 


«a. ' ad; by 
M6 - 1 * 
CY 


C1.) 


Lament, and they have not only Power to raiſe a Stock of any Value, as 


aforeſaid, but alſo, by ſuch Ways and Means as they ſhall think fit; (A com- 


pulſive Call on the Proprietors only excepted) and certainly no Means could 
well be contriv'd (at leaſt conſiſtent with Unanimity and Concord) more legal 
or reaſonable, than a voluntary Contribution among themſelves, by a Diſpoſi- 


tion of one Moiety of their Shares, to a private Perſon for much leſs than the ori- 


ginal Value thereof, as the ſame was computed and eſtabliſh'd, purſuant to, and 
by Direction of the ſaid Act of Parliament. n 

And therefore thoſe Perſons that would invidiouſly endeavour te leſſen the 
Credit of this Company, by pretending that they had fallen into the ſame Errors 
which ſome others have done before, are either very ignorant of the Conſtitu- 
tion of this Compaiiy, or of their Proceedings, or elſe are duc d thereto, by ſome 


ſſmniſter Deſigns of their own. 


It is a Maxim in Law, as well as in Philoſophy and Divinity, that Nui be- 
ne diſtinguit, bene docet. Aud thoſe who would give a right Judgment, in 


Caſes of this Nature, muſt, in the- firſt Place, be well appriz'd of all the 
different Circumſtances of the ſeveral Caſes, on both Sides; and then it will, 


of courſe, mapifeſtly appear, that the ſingularly circumſtantiated Caſe of this 
] 2 of thoſe Companies that 
have been lately call in eig Per get 
For, no Man can ſay, That this Company have obtain d their Chatter; by D 
bargain and Sale, of or from any private.Perſon or Perſons; who can hade 


no Power to diſpoſe of any thing that belongs to the Prerogative of the 


Crown; But, on the contrary, were incorporated, and made a Body Politick, by 


the Grace and Fayaur of the Sovereign. | 


Ld 


No Man can ſay, That this Company have either diſcontinu'f their Electi- 
ons, ar the carrying on, working and manufacturing of Mines and Mineral 
accord ing to their Charter: For, they have regularly done both the ane an 


the other, all along, to this Day. 


No Man can ſay, They have made Uſe of their Charter, to any other 
ſes, than thoſe contain'd therein, and intended thereby. 

o Man can ſay, They have, direaly or indirectly, open'd, any publick 

or other Books of Subſcriptions, or uſed any Sort of illegal or indirect Means 


or Methods, by ſplitting of Shares or otherwiſe, for raiſing a Stock, to carry 


on their Undertaking, or for advancing their Shares, above the original Value 
thereof, as aforeſaid. _ YER, CORY OE EE. 

So that, if thoſe officious Gentlemen, who take the Liberty to cenſure thus, at 
Random, would but give themſelves the Trouble to compare Caſes together, 
they'd be the better able to diſtinguiſh, and more clearly perceiye their own 


Errors and Miſtakes, in this Caſe, according to that common and well-known 


Aphoriſm, ; Hh, "ET 
Contraria juxta ſe pofita clarius eluce ſcunt. 


And it may alſo be farther obſerv d, That the Caſe of this Company differs 
from thoſe others, by Way of Compariſon, as aforeſaid, in a much, more mate- 
rial Point than any before mention d; and that is, in regard the former is ſo 
fully eſtabliſh'd,, by Authority of Parliament: And, as nothing can deſtroy one 
Act of Parliament but another, ſo it is certain that none ſuch was ever yet 
obtain d, or indeed attempted, by a Law, ex * facto, in any Caſe where the 
Properties of a Number of Men are concern d; and much leſs in the Caſe of a 
Company, who are incorporated, to carry on a Trade and Manufactory ſo uſe- 
ful and beneficial to the Poor, as well as to the Publick. | 

So that, upon the whole Matter, I cannot ſee what can remain now, but 
that all the then abſent Members ſhould moſt chearfully concur with the 
General Court, in ſo great and a Work, and thereby advance not only 


their own Intereſt, but likewiſe enable the Company to be, in due Time, ſer- - a 
viceable to the Publick : In order to which, the ſaid Committee of the General 
Comt have already reſoly'd to keep the Company's Caſh in the Bank of — 


e | . 39 
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and-therehy;to contribute, as far as they Ade pie, at Piekegt, to fuppdrt' the 
Publick Credit; And, as the Company will deal in none but ſtaple Commo- 
dities, ſuch as are chiefly, produc'd ont of the Earth, nay, commonly out tf the 
Bowels of the . moſt _ barren. Parts thereof, in other Reſpetts ; and even that 
too, by;giving, at the lame time, Employment to many Hundreds of the Poor, 
their Profits, will, in Effect, be all clear Gain to the Nation ;- and” therefore 
will, on many Accounts, eſpecially at this Time, when Trade is become ſo * 
ng had almoſt {aid dead) as now it is, deſerve, at leaſt, the © 
Protection, as the Company, will, without Doubt, always ſtndy to merit likewiſe | 
the Favour and Countenance of the Government, EIN OE 
Now (Gir) you may poſſibly think I have ſpun out this Letter to too great 
a Length already, but when I tell you, T had Occaſion to be prefent at all the 
T ons of hoth the General Courts above: mention d, and at all the Meet- 
ings ol the ſaid Committee, both before and ſince the Meeting of the laſt General 
Carrt,- and; have not only repeated Opportunities of e my Memory, 
by frequent Conferences, with the ſeveral Members of the ſaid Committee, both 
_ jointly-and ſeverally, as Occaſion ſetves, but have alſo immediate Acceſs to 
the Books and Papers of the 47 reckon you'll eaſily believe I cou d 
ſoon have written a much longer Letter, on this Subject. However, I hope, 
ou] pleaſe, to accept this, in the mean Time, as a, {mall Teſtimony of my _ 
to obey. you, whenever you think fit to lay your Commands . 
r od; anidt vos 3, ok „ 
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